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Murder, by Wholesale, the Business of the otaffleback
Famify, Who Lured Victims Into Their Den
L [0 Kl and Rob Them. .

By a Staff Cofrespondent.
OI'LIN, Mo., Bept, 24.—Deep, dismal
J pits, weed-grown at the top, and
half filled with stagnant water—plis
over which,the vultures wheel, as over a
charne]l house, and where sllence broods
as o' aplriz.

Such are the sepulechres where the Btaf-

"flfbacks Lave burled theéir dead and which
the citlzens of Gulenn; Kan,, are pumping
dry. AR

In these plts, whelmed under the green
watérs, are dead men And-dead. women.
Day-by day the small donkey engines puff
away at thelr weary task. the pumps clank
nud the derricks holst thelr loads of black
mud and ocoze from the depths.

With every lond that ls holsted from the
bottom there ls a-craning of necks by the
curlous throng, aud a gencral Inspectlon of
the awlul curgo. r ’

Bometizues the derrick brings wp an old
garment. worn by one of the victims of
this farglly of dends. Somethmes It Is a
suspender buekle, "o few buttons, or a
woman's alirt walst. h ’

Then there are deep and bitter curses, and
threats of vetpeance against the gray olid
woman and her brood, whe crouch in the
Columbus ol ke walves in o enge.

Twenty murders are lald at the door of
the Stalleback family, nnd if the yawning
pit mouths could spenk they could tell
storler of old erimes that are-not as yet
even suspected.

The Stafflebacks nre the only persons
who have evemapprofched In tle nwmber
and the brutality of thélr murders the rec-
ord of the Benders.

With both familles murder wag appar-
ently a trade, and in rthe zenerul chotncter
of their Wideous crlmes the two famlilles
are tied for fivst honors. x

In 1873 the Benders oecupled a slngle-
grory fiame house on the profrle rond lead-
lng from Independence to Osage- Misslon,
Kan.

T!I:e family consiated of the father, moth-
er, son snd doughter, The bouse was so
sitoated that many travellors stopped there
for lodging. Thers wepe no near neighbors.

The dioiog reom and kitehen were divid-
3l by a curtnln gomposed of sheets sewed
together., Travellers marked for murder
wore placed at the supper talile with thelr
‘backs to this sheet partition.

Swinging nn axe from behind thls shest

1 : gt the shndow of the traveller's head was
- fot‘ VIth n)B engy. The murdered men were then tuts-

bled through 4 tiap dooy it a ‘cellar under
the floor, where they were robbed and aft-
erwnrd buried (o the garden at the rear of
the house.

On one oecaslon Kate Bender murdered a

: id
the c‘ traveller In kls bed, and thén loy down and

slept bealde the corpse nntll morning. *

Dr. York, of Independence, wus the last
victim of the Benders. He disappeared in
the early part of April, 1873, Senrch was
made by his brother, He was traced to the
Benders' house. They acknowledged that
Dt York had been there, but sald he had
not stopped over nlght,

Mr. Yorl .went Into the garden and
fonnd a s “ken spot that looked Hke a
grave., 1t v 15 dug Into, and the hody of
Pr. York was found. In other portlons of
the garden seven mare bodles were found.,

The Benders packed mp thelr hoesehold
goods and fle:] toward the Indlan Terrltory.

1 A They were followed by a hastily organized
baek S party. The picty returned the next day,

saying that the:® had oot been able to find
the Benders.

They have pever been heard from elnce
then, nnd the reneral inference is that
they were lyue ad by’the party that fol-
loyred them. ;

To return to tue Sfaffleback family—

“Picker's Polr Is the nome of the out-
Iylng part of, G alenn where the Staffle-
baeks held forth. Al about the ‘“‘Polnt™
are the gray dum 8 and shnfty of old aban-
doned mines, and st squarely in the midst
of these Is the !ong single story hybrid
structure, half log and balf frame bullding,

the Sund ay.whnre the Staffieb ks lived, plundered and,

muidered. H 3

The fatlier, Micha °1 Btaffleback, although
bearlug o bad repu atlon, hes been sepat-
nted from "‘Mother Narce” and her biood
for some yeurs, and o not Impllcated o the
later murders of the fapilly.

Ag: a. schoglglsl © n  Jamestown, Wis,
Nancy Clhase. was [ ferty and black-eyed,
and quick tempered, 18 dcediie one with a

CBtrain of Wyandotte blood In her velns

Chureh, and even now In heér old age, and
with the ghosts of Ininy murdered men
nbout. ber, she clings to the bicilef of her
chugrch,

Nuncy Chnege, the black-eyed, became the
wife of Michael Staffleback in 1851, and
for a oumber of years they lved In St
Louis, where a numnber of children were
born.

In 1862 they moved to Wlisconsin, the old
home of Nancy, where they lived for nine
syeara. 2o far the Inberent viclonsness of
the family had not eropped out, beyond a
few instances of petty thlevery. !

Jdne 1871 the family again moved to Mlis-
sourl, where they settled om a misernble
little forty were form. It was lhere that
the first slgns of degeneracy and serlous
wickipdriess canle to the surfuee.

By this tlme nll of Naney Clhinse's good
looks had vanlshed. She was withered fud
faded and a great deal of geay was mingled
witli her black, snaky locks.

Fere commenced, algo, the blekerings that
fAunlly led to the separation of the father
and mother. Irom tloie to time one of the
older boys wonld be uriested for hog stesal-
ing ‘or robblog a smokehouse, ond’ finally
one of them was sent to (Le penitentinyy,

in the dissapsiony between the father and
mother the elidldren loyvuariably slded with
the lntter, who seem$s to have been the
dominant spiric in the family through all
thelr troublea h

Por some tlme nfter Michael StafTleback
deserted his wife the famlily contlnued to
Hve together on' the lttle farm, shunned
by their nelgbbors nnd practically ostra-
clzed, Mother Btaffleboek finally sucd for
n dlvoree, which was granted by defanlt:
From this polnt Michael Stalfleback drops
into obseurlty.

Arer securing her divoree, all the Innate
deviltry In the naturedof “Mother Naneeg
came to the surface. She moved with her
famlly to Joplin, where she took a small
shanty on Swindle T, It was part bonrds
and part canvas.

Here the StafMlebnpoks sapent several yiéars
and here “Mother Nanee's' covey of de.
generates had full awny. By thelr murder-
onts mstincts they made themsclves respeet-
&d ‘even umong their desperate assoclates.

To the pollee 6f Joplin the sons became

known as thileves, and the danghters as the
yery worst of Joplin's lower class of wo-
ML :
“Mother Nonee,” during this perlod of
her ecareer, managed to Infatunate an old
man kaown as Dad Rodabzugh. Helwas o
gllly old man, white-halred and senlle, und
.4 pensloner of the Government.

One pight old “Dad’" Rodabaugh eame to
the Staffleback shanty ahd asked for Moth-
er Nanee. He bnd jost drawn his pengion
of 835 and bad been drinking to some ex-
tent.

Mike Stalfleback, one of the sons, was
there. For a whilg old’ Rodabangh sat and
doddered by the fire. Cora Staffleback, the
wife of George, another son, sat In one
corner.

Suddenly Mike Stafflobaclk ealled Mother
Nanee to one slde and enld:

“Mammy, T need some money fand have
got to make a ralses” at the same time
Mike nodded In the directlon of ol man
Rodabaugh. Mother Nance smlled and
sald: I understand. Wait thil he starts
home." Mike went outside, where he met
“Bllly'" Martin, his wife's brother. ;

YRilly," said Mlke, "I know where we
enn mnke o ralse If you alnt afrald.*

sAfrald!" replled Blily, *“I guess not."

“Then don't pench If we are arrested,”
snld Mlike,

vpPeachl I never did, did T returned
Bllir. .

About 11 o'clock old mian Rodabaugh got
up 1o go. Ad he was leaying, Mother Nunce
followed him to the door and sald:

“ipe sure and don't lose your money,
dad."”

Just at daybreak Mike and BEd Staffle-
back and Billy Martin came bick to the
shanty together, They sat down by the
old eracked &tove and ‘poured out some
money and counted.(t. The sum was $a1.50,
something less -than the amount of old
Rodabaugh's pension. '

When they had finished Mike called to
the 4ld woman, who wos asleep in the ad-
jelnlng room.

“Mpmmy, get np and get my breakfast,
" I'm ti¥ed, and went to xo to sicep.”

“*How did you come out, sani'’

“All rlght,’ mammy; but I got my shird

Ehe was ralsed (ot falth of the jlnady. snd had to steal savilier.”
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“What 4id you do with 13"

“Burnt it. of course, 1 am too fiy to
[eave anything ke that around.”

Then the old she wolf enlled Martin and
aguln warned him net to tell. “I know
where you boys chn get someé more mongy
to-morrow nlght,”’ she saldi By the way,

1 wonder where I can flud ‘Dad’ Roda-*

baugh,”” and she leered at her progeny
knowlngly.

1 don't know mammy, nnless you look
down a shaft,” replied Mike.

They hnd shafia in J{aplin o8 well ns In
Galena, and the Stafflebacks had even then
acquired the “shaft Labit' of didposing of
dead men,

Soofl afterward there wera other dlsap-
peariances of beozy and belited eltlzens on
“Swindle HIL"™ Thére were also robberles
and  assanlts and many other corlmes: of
which the Stafflobucks were suspaoted,

At lengih the polleo mnde a chrefolly

planned tald gh the “Swindle Hill" shinty
nand ceaptured a large amount of #tolen
property. Thls ended the career of the
Siatlehacks In Joplin,

Two of the boys were convieted and sent
to the penltentinry for slort terms.. The
old woman was given to nnderstand that
the pallce thercatter wonld miuke Japlin
top hot to hold her. Consequently Joplin
wolke up one morning and found the Sinille-
bueks gone, and the “Swiadle EIIL shanty
empty.

Galenn is only n short distance from Jop-
Un. It is o mloing town, rough and poor
and gray. Its only plecsures are on pay
day. Then the miners drink and earouse
and spend their money and go fo work
ngain with aching beads and repentant
eplrits.

One day abount three yenrs ago slgng of
1ife were notleed aboul an old tbandoneil
and tomble down shanty near the southern
extremlity of Plekers Point.

Smolie eurled Iazily from the crumhling
chimney, andyn withered old woman Olited
erone-ilke about the yurd. Other women,
blear-eyed and dissipated, eouid be seen
passing and repassing the broEen window,

In the langunge of the Polnt somebody
bnd “moved o't If Plekers Polnt hind
known then what It knows now soemebody
would bave moved out aguln quite as sud-
denly ns he came in.

The new arrlvels were the Stafllebacls.
The eabln that they hod taken possession
of stands of an enilnence exposed to Win-
ter winds and Bummer sun, It (8 in the
midst of wvast gray heaps of #toe and
slaclk. Withln 8 few yuards of the door
are n dozen wsbandoned shofts where at
one tlme or another miners had delved
valoly for lead or sine.

HSome of the shafts were seventy feet
deep., Othery were 200, Hvery ons of
them contalned more or less sllme coversd
and stagoant water. As for the shanty
Itgelf, It was all but uninhabitable. Its
roof was rent and broken, and patched
cruzlly, and Its only door waa so low thot
visltors were forced to' sgtoop In order to
enter. | :

A hole, dignlfied 'with the name of win-
dow, afforded an Ingress for a few strag-
gling rays of light. For years even the
miserable dwellers on  the Polnt had
scorned to lve In the shanty.

In a few days “Heaffleback House'" was
In full blast. Drunken men came and
went, There were sounds of blows and
brolls, and shrill, harpy screams.

See Mother Nance and.her brood at thelr
evening meal. On the bore board stands
a Qlngy kerosens lomp, odorous and smok-
Ing. The old woman, withered and benked
lke 4 wulture, sits at the head of the
table. In the centre stand’ a dlsh of fat
bacon, some heavy blscolt and a pot of
binck ecoifee.

On one slde are Bd Stafleback, dull-
witted and brutlsh, and framed only for
the executlon of another's plans, Mike
Btaffleback, the schemer and plotter of
erime, and George Staftiebnek, the younger
son, and probably the least offensive of the
lot. There are Loulsa ung Emma, the two
daughterr,

There are Cora Staffiebnck, George's wife;
Anna McComb, and Rosa Bayne, fow and
slatternly women, with never a thought
above the platter of bacon before them.
They eat llke hogs, In rooting, 'ghoulish
sllence.

. Bo far the open gravea of the abandoned
pits contain mo human prey. The Btaffle-
backs ars spending thelr tlme In getting
acquainted with the lay of the land.
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